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The world (or much of it) is waking up. Climate change and the damage wrought on 
the environment by human behaviour have begun to take root in our collective 
consciousness. Commitments at a political, corporate and social level abound, and are 
beginning to yield results. Sustainability has shifted from a "nice to have" to a core 
component of business strategy for many global companies. 

And yet, global temperatures continue to rise, deaths from air pollution in big cities 
are worryingly high and drought threatens the livelihoods of millions of people across 
the world. At the same time, neglect and misinformation are widespread, 
complicating efforts to slow—let alone reverse—these trends. 

It is time to focus on the facts. The fourth edition of The Economist’s Sustainability 
Summit will marshal the evidence to measure past progress, and assess where and 
how policymakers, financial institutions and business leaders should act. Where are 
we on the sustainability front compared with where we need to be? In what areas are 
efforts still falling short? Has the world already passed the point of no return in terms 
of climate change? And to what extent should efforts be directed at adaptation rather 
than mitigation? 

Bringing together industry leaders, policymakers, entrepreneurs and researchers 
from around the world, the Sustainability Summit will assess what businesses need to 
achieve and chart a path for getting there. 

Chair:  DANIEL FRANKLIN, executive editor, The Economist  

Moderator:  JAN PIOTROWSKI, environment correspondent, The Economist 

INTRODUCTION 
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• AHMAD WANI, chief executive officer, One Concern

• AMELIA TAN, managing director, BlackRock

• CARL FOLKE, Science director and co-founder, Stockholm Resilience Centre

• CHIKA EZEANYA-ESIOBU, Senior lecturer, University of Rwanda

• CYNDI RHOADES, founder and chief executive, Worn Again Technologies

• DANIEL CALLEJA CRESPO, director general, environment, European Commission

• DEON NEL, chief executive, Global Resilience Partnership

• EBEN SCHWARTZ, Marine debris program manager, California Coastal Commission

• FERNANDO MEDINA, mayor, Lisbon

• GERBRAND HAVERKAMP, executive director, World Benchmarking Alliance

• HALIDE ALAGÖZ, executive vice president, chief supply chain and sustainability officer,

Ralph Lauren

• HAN DE GROOT, chief executive, Rainforest Alliance

• KATE WYLIE, global vice-president of sustainability, Mars

• KOUSHIK CHATTERJEE, executive director and chief finance officer, Tata Steel

• LIAM CONDON, chief executive officer, crop science, Bayer

• LUIGI BRUGNARO, mayor, Venice

• MAMI MIZUTORI, special representative of the UN secretary-general for disaster risk

reduction, United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction

• MARI YOSHITAKA, chief consultant, clean energy finance division, Mitsubishi UFJ Morgan

Stanley Securities

• MARK CAMPANALE, Founder, Carbon Tracker

• MONICA ARAYA, Co-founder, Costa Rica Limpia

• NAOKO ISHII, Chief executive and chairperson, Global Environment Facility

• NEIL PARSAN, Public Sector Lead, Caribbean Climate-Smart Accelerator

• NICK MABEY, chief executive and founding director, E3G

• NORICHIKA KANIE, Professor, graduate school of decision science and technology, Tokyo

Institute of Technology

• PHILIP LYMBERY, chief executive, Compassion in World Farming

• RICHARD WALKER, managing director, Iceland Foods

• TOM KAY, founder, Finisterre

• YOUBA SOKONA, honorary professor, University College London

 

SPEAKERS 
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AGENDA 

08.00 REGISTRATION 
 
09.00 CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS 
 
 DANIEL FRANKLIN, executive editor, The Economist 
 JAN PIOTROWSKI, environment correspondent, The Economist 

 
09:15 FACING THE FACTS 
 In this opening presentation, a member of our data team will crunch 
 some numbers. This short, sharp, scene-setting session will cut through 
 the noise and deliver a realistic, fact-based prognosis for what is likely 
 to happen if we remain on the current course. Do we really stand a 
 chance of achieving the goal of keeping global warming to 1.5 
 degrees? How many more people are going to die in our cities 
 because of air pollution? Have we already passed the point of no 
 return? 
   
09.35 KEYNOTE PANEL: A NEW ECONOMIC MODEL? 
 Governments often cite the role of businesses in delivering the UN’s 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). But, as recent research from the 
Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership (CISL) suggests, businesses 
will be unable to produce the necessary results without the banks and 
government. In this opening panel, a business leader, a financier and a 
policymaker will discuss the ways in which their sustainability efforts interact, 
and the biggest obstacles to progress that they face. Is it time to reboot the 
global economy to respond to the new demands created by climate change? 

 
 MARK CAMPANALE, founder and executive director, Carbon Tracker 

Initiative 
 DANIEL CALLEJA CRESPO, director general, environment, European 

Commission 
 KOUSHIK CHATTERJEE, executive director and chief finance officer, Tata 

Steel 
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AGENDA 

10.15 HARD TALK PART I: DO PLASTICS REALLY MATTER? 
Since an episode of the BBC’s “Blue Planet II”, aired in 2017, highlighted the 
scale of plastic pollution in the ocean, it has become a fashionable issue for 
businesses and governments to get behind. But is plastic pollution really that 
bad in the context of other, more pressing, concerns on the environmental 
agenda? In this debate, two speakers will present their views, moderated by 
one of our chairs. At the end of the session, audience members will be able to 
vote on which argument was more compelling via our event app. 

EBEN SCHWARTZ, marine debris program manager, California Coastal 
Commission 
PHILIP LYMBERY, chief executive, Compassion in World Farming 

10.45 NETWORKING BREAK 

11.15 IN FOCUS: MEASUREMENT AND PROGRESS 
The IPCC report on climate change delivered a stark prognosis: we 
have 12 years to limit a climate change catastrophe. In this 
one-on-one session, Gerbrand Haverkamp, executive director of the 
World Benchmarking Alliance, will discuss the importance of 
measurement and holding companies to account to uncover how this 
will help to deliver progress on climate change targets. 

GERBRAND HAVERKAMP, executive director, World Benchmarking Alliance 

11.30 THE ECONOMIST PERSPECTIVE: COUNTDOWN TO BREXIT 
The UK’s exit from the EU is imminent, but much of its impact on the green 
agenda is yet to be understood. What will Brexit mean for environmental 
regulation, both domestically and in the broader region? And how can 
businesses respond and prepare? One week ahead of the UK’s scheduled 
departure, this session will attempt to envisage what Brexit will mean for 
climate-change mitigation efforts and for progress on environmental targets. 

11.50 IN FOCUS: SUSTAINABLE AND THE CITY 
Last year we heard from three major cities on their individual 
experiences. A year on we revisit the topic to discuss and measure 
what has changed. 

FERNANDO MEDINA, mayor, Lisbon 
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AGENDA 
 12.05 INTERVIEW SERIES: A TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS—SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE GLOBAL SOUTH 
 The countries that bear the most historical responsibility for climate change 

are likely to be the ones least harmed by its consequences. And yet, countries 
in the Global South are often left out of conversations on sustainable 
development. In this session, we will hear first-hand experiences from citizens, 
policymakers and business leaders in countries disproportionately affected by 
environmental degradation. Which issues need to prioritised? What areas 
aren’t receiving enough attention? And, crucially, how do you capture the 
attention of those with the power to change things? 

 
 MONICA ARAYA, Co-founder, Costa Rica Limpia 
 NAOKO ISHII, Chief executive and chairperson, Global Environment Facility 
 CHIKA EZEANYA-ESIOBU, Senior lecturer, University of Rwanda 
 NEIL PARSAN, Public Sector Lead, Caribbean Climate-Smart 

Accelerator 
 
 
12.55 NETWORKING LUNCH 
 EXECUTIVE LUNCH PANEL: THE ROAD TO RESILIENCE 
 In 2018, the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) 

revealed a sharp increase in economic losses caused by climate-related 
disasters during the past 20 years. Ignored, climate change could continually 
undermine efforts of even the most farsighted governments, with a single 
event pushing back focus on steady, long-term economic progress. Building 
resilience to unforeseen extreme weather or damaging natural events is key. 
What lessons from other countries can aid in an international preparation 
framework? What technologies are pivotal to prediction and reaction time? 
How can we reach a coherent approach to risk which tackles humanitarian and 
financial outcomes through sustained political commitments?  

 
 MAMI MIZUTORI, special representative of the UN secretary-general for 

disaster risk reduction, United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
 MARI YOSHITAKA, chief consultant, clean energy finance division, Mitsubishi 

UFJ Morgan Stanley Securities 
 NICK MABEY, chief executive and founding director, E3G 
 AHMAD WANI, chief executive officer, One Concern 
 AMELIA TAN, managing director, BlackRock  
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AGENDA 

14.10 THE GOOD NEWS 
In media coverage of sustainable development, good news often goes 
unnoticed. In this short talk, a guest speaker will run through some of the 
positive developments of the past year to highlight the sustainability efforts 
that have really made a difference. 

YOUBA SOKONA, honorary professor, University College London 
NORICHIKA KANIE, graduate school of decision science and technology, 
Tokyo Institute of Technology 

14.30 HARD TALK PART II: FORGET MITIGATION, IT’S ALL ABOUT 
ADAPTATION 
Have we already passed the point of no return? Are we fooling ourselves into 
thinking that the damage can be reversed? Is it time to start focusing our 
energies on adaptation rather than mitigation? In this debate, two speakers 
will present their views, moderated by one of our chairs. At the end of the 
session, audience members will be able to vote on which argument was more 
compelling. 

DEON NEL, chief executive, Global Resilience Partnership 
HAN DE GROOT, chief executive, Rainforest Alliance 

15.00 PANEL DISCUSSION: THIN AIR—PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT  
According to data from the World Health Organisation (WHO), every year, 
4.2m deaths worldwide are caused by the harmful effects of breathing polluted 
air. When the state of the environment becomes a public-health issue, how can 
policymakers combine their efforts? What are the other, most pressing, 
climate-related threats to human health? And how can we use public health as 
an avenue to promote behavioural change that would benefit the 
environment? 

CARL FOLKE, Science director and co-founder, Stockholm Resilience Centre 
LIAM CONDON, chief executive officer, crop science, Bayer 

15.35 NETWORKING BREAK 
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AGENDA 
 

16.10 IS GREEN THE NEW BLACK? 
 Global clothing production doubled between 2000 and 2014 as 
 garment firms’ operations became more efficient, their production 
 cycles sped up and shoppers got better bargains. This has caused a 
 considerable burden on the environment and from the ashes of the 
 Aral Sea, the sustainable fashion industry has risen. This is a small silo of 
 the fashion world but now, more than ever, consumers are waking up 
 to the impact fast fashion has. From toxic pollutants and plastic 
 microfibers infecting the oceans to using over 1,500 gallons of fresh 
 water to make a single pair of jeans, it is time to upscale sustainable 
 fashion. Can brands become sustainable without compromising their 
 bottom line? What innovations could change the impact of the fashion 
 industry on the environment? 
 
 TOM KAY, founder, Finisterre 
 CYNDI RHOADES, founder and chief executive, Worn Again Technologies 
 HALIDE ALAGÖZ, executive vice president, chief supply chain and 

sustainability officer, Ralph Lauren 
 
16.25 NETWORKING BREAK 
 
16.25 PANEL DISCUSSION: GETTING REAL—SPOTLIGHT ON TRANSPORT 
 As the global economy has grown more interconnected, the transport of 

goods, services and people across land and oceans has become commonplace. 
The ability of businesses to move their people and products easily across 
borders has changed the dynamics of the global economy and allowed many 
low-income countries to reverse their fortunes. But transport is also one of the 
biggest contributors to pollution. Is it really possible to achieve sustainability in 
transport? What would it take to get there? And what are the most exciting 
developments happening in this sector? 

 
  
17.10 CLOSING KEYNOTE INTERVIEW: MEASURING PROGRESS 
 
 RICHARD WALKER, managing director, Iceland Foods  
  
17.30 CHAIR’S CLOSING REMARKS 
 
17.35 NETWORKING RECEPTION 
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PAST SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT ATTENDEES INCLUDE 

A.P. Moller-Maersk A/S 
Action Sustainability 
Air Liquide UK 
Althelia Ecosphere 
Amazon 
AstraZeneca 
Authentix 
Bain & Company 
Barclays 
BBC World Service 
Big Clean Switch 
BioCarbon Group 
BlackRock 
Bloomberg 
BNP Paribas 
Bourne Leisure 
BP 
BuzzFeed 
C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group 
CAF 
Cambridge Carbon Capture Ltd 
Carbon Smart 
Carbon Trust 
Centre for Synchronous Leadership 
Chiesi Farmaceutici 
Church of England 
Circular Economy Club 
City A.M. 
City of Tshwane, South Africa 
Context Partners 
Co-operative Group 
Corporate Citizenship Briefing 
Cotton Incorporated 
Coventry University 
Credit Suisse 
Department for Business Energy and 
Industrial Strategy 
Deutsche Bank 
E.ON 
E3G Third Generation 
Environmentalism 
Earthwatch 
Embassy of Colombia to the UK 
Engie 
Environmental Defense Fund 
Enviva 
ESG & Systematic Investment 
Solutions 
ETF Partners 
EuroFinance 
HSBC 

Ikea 
Interface 
International Energy Agency 
Invest in Turkey 
Johnson & Johnson 
Kering 
Lloyd's Register 
London School of Economics 
PMI 
Porter Novelli 
Queen Mary University of London 
Quorn Foods 
RBG Kew 
Repowering 
Root 
Rothschild 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
Sainsbury's 
Scottish Water 
Shell 
SkyMining 
Ethical Corporation 
European Commission 
European Sustainability Academy 
Fairtrade Foundation 
Fashion 4 Change 
Faversham House 
Federation of Environmental Trade 
Associations 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
Futerra 
Getty Images 
Global Action Plan 
Global Ocean Trust 
Global Resilience Partnership 
Global Sustainable Capital 
Management 
Global Trade Review 
Google 
Governance & Accountability Inst, 
Inc. 
Green Alliance 
Greenpeace International 
H&M 
Hermes International SA 
SustainAbility 
Swedbank 
Sympraxis Team 
Syngenta 
Tata Consultancy Services 
The Body Shop International plc 

The Lightsmith Group 
The Litus Foundation 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Pew Trusts 
The Telegraph 
he University of Edinburgh 
Thomson Reuters 
Transport For London Pension Fund 
Tshwane 
Turkish Airlines 
UBS 
UCL 
M&C Saatchi 
Maersk Line A/S 
Mars 
MERCER LTD. 
Microsoft 
Monsanto 
Moody's 
National Geographic 
Neighbourly 
Nespresso 
New Statesman 
Northumbria University 
Ørsted 
PepsiCo 
Philip Morris 
Ujet 
United Nations World Food 
Programme 
University College London 
University of Brighton 
University of Cambridge 
University of Edinburgh Business 
School 
University of Exeter 
University of Nottingham 
University of St Andrews 
University St-Andrews 
UPS 
Veolia 
Volvo Cars 
Walter Scott & Partners 
WaterAid 
Wellcome Trust 
Westminster City Council 
Westpac 
Women in Sustainability  
World Food Programme 
World Resources Institute 
ZARA 
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2018 TESTIMONIALS 

“A solid holistic look at the business 
pieces comprising sustainability.” 

“A whistle-stop tour through key 
issues in sustainability that delivered 
with new insights, great discussion 
and inspiration.” 

“Fantastic event, diverse interesting topics 
which flowed well together.” 

“Excellent, provocative, 
inspiring!” 

“Great breadth and depth of discussion. Broad range of 
topics and some unexpected eye opening stuff (wildlife 
photographer).” 

“An excellent summary of broader trends in 
sustainability. A good opportunity to hear from and 
meet leaders in this area.” 
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2019 Supporting Associations 
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EVENT PICTURES 
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REGISTER TODAY 

MORE INFORMATION 

To book your place, visit 

sustainabilitysummit.economist.com 

alternatively 

email us at - events@economist.com 

or  

call +44 (0)20 7576 8118 

FOLLOW US 

Continue the conversation on Twitter using #EconSustainability 

@EconomistEvents. 

Use code SSLBROCHURE to get 20% off
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